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Quarter-By-Quarter Outline of Clinical Learning Expectations: Med SLP  

 
Our goal is to provide graduate students with community-based clinical experiences that help them 
obtain the knowledge base, clinical skills and professional characteristics necessary to be a competent 
speech-language pathologist across the lifespan, and to provide them with the appropriate number of 
clinical hours necessary to meet ASHA certification requirements. 
 
Please be aware that this guide is general and will need to be modified for practicum experiences 
depending on the student’s previous experiences, rate of learning, and the demands of the practicum 
site.   
 
Placement Preparation 
Please review the student’s previous academic and clinical experiences at the start of the practicum.  If 
the student has completed previous offsite practicum experiences, the student will share prior 
experiences to facilitate a discussion of next steps and goals.  
 
Below are recommended action items and topics to address during the first week of the placement: 
1. Become acquainted with the student’s previous clinical experiences, learning style and 

preferences, goals and progress, as well as their personal goals for this practicum experience; 
o Review your student’s Clinical Learning Profile which he/she will provide to you upon 

arrival.  
o Complete Clinical Learning Contract with student 

2. Introduce student to the setting, services and clinical experiences at your site 
3. Describe your caseload and scope of practice 
4. Develop clinical goals for the first half of the practicum experience 
5. Describe the clinical organization and administrative procedures at your site 
6. Familiarize the student with equipment, tests and materials 
7. Introduce the student to other staff and team members 
8. Discuss how and when you’ll provide feedback (e.g., before and/or after sessions, at the 

beginning/end of day, etc.) 
9. Discuss procedures and timing of midterm and final evaluations 
10. Discuss structure of the day/week:  schedule, preparation time, lunch breaks, etc. 
11. Exchange contact information in case of absences/illness and identify the person the student 

reports to in your absence 
 
Offsite Practicum #1  October – December  
Duration: 10 weeks 
Onsite hours:   16-20 per week  
Clinical clock hour target:  6 per week / 60 per practicum  
 
The first offsite practicum experience is 10 weeks in length and provides students with their first 
intensive opportunity to link classroom material to the working world.  There are several areas of 
clinical skill that students have been developing in the UW Speech and Hearing Clinic and should 
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continue to develop in the working world:  
1. an understanding of the role of the speech-language pathologist 
2. skills in basic assessment procedures specific to the clinical setting 
3. skills in planning and implementing treatment for typical patients 
4. the ability to describe and define patients’ communication behavior 
5. sensitivity to the patient as a whole person 
6. the ability to observe and differentiate techniques used by the clinical supervisor 
7. self-evaluation of their interactions with patients, families and other professionals 

 
The expectations for practicum placement #1, depending on what is present at various settings, is that 
students will: 

• complete basic chart review and history-taking with minimal supervision 
• discuss steps for evaluations based on medical chart review with supervisor guidance 
• be able to administer at least 2 diagnostic interventions and begin to make diagnostic decisions 

with assistance from supervisor  
• carry out treatment goals established by supervisor 
• write SOAP or daily notes with assistance from supervisor 
• incorporate medical terminology into notes and reports with assistance from supervisor 

 
During this practicum experience, students take advanced coursework in cognitive-communication 
disorders, voice disorders, and fluency disorders. Some students are also working on their master’s 
theses. To view the course schedule, visit the MedSLP program curriculum page. 
 
Offsite Practicum #2        January – March  
Duration: 10 weeks 
Onsite hours:   16-20 per week  
Clinical clock hour target:  6 per week / 60 per practicum  
 
Each student will move into a new setting for their second, 10-week placement and will focus on 
either adult or pediatric populations depending on their prior assignment. At this point students will 
have a good sense of their strengths and the areas they will need to develop as beginning professional 
speech-language pathologists. Goals can be tailored to individual students and build on the person’s 
previous experiences.  
 
The expectation for practicum placement #2 is that students will: 

• complete chart review and history-taking with increased speed/efficiency, with minimal 
supervision 

• discuss steps for evaluations based on medical chart review with supervision 
• participate in planning and executing assessments  
• carry out treatment goals established by supervisor and begin to identify next steps in the 

treatment hierarchy 
• identify treatment goals with assistance from supervisor  
• continue to document SOAP or daily notes and begin writing initial notes with decreased 
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assistance from supervisor 
• incorporate medical terminology into notes and reports with supervision 
 

During this practicum experience, students take advanced neurological language and cognitive-
communication disorders, and pediatric dysphagia. Some students are also working on their master’s 
theses. To view the course schedule, visit the MedSLP program curriculum page. 
 
Offsite Practicum #3 April – June 
Duration: 10 weeks 
Onsite hours:   16-20 per week  
Clinical clock hour target:  6 per week / 60 per practicum  
 
Each student will rotate into another setting and goals should continue to be tailored based on prior 
experiences and feedback.  Students will be able to demonstrate increased independence during their 
third 10-week placement.  
 
The expectation for practicum placement #3 is that students will: 

• complete chart review and history-taking  
• make decisions regarding assessments  
• establish treatment goals 
• carry out goals with supervision 
• generate SOAP or daily notes  
• write initial notes and discharge summaries with minimal assistance from supervisor  
• participate in team reporting   

 
During this experience, students take their TBI seminar. Some students are also working on their 
master’s theses. To view the course schedule, visit the MedSLP program curriculum page. 
 
Full-time Internship #4 June – August  
Duration: 9 weeks (may vary per site) 
Onsite hours:   40 per week  
Clinical clock hour target:  20 per week / 180 per practicum  
 
By the end of this placement students will have gained clinical experiences with a number of different 
patient populations across the lifespan. As with previous placements, students will start with shared 
sessions with their supervisors, but are expected to move quickly into more independence.  Rate of 
progress will depend on individual student strengths and past experiences.   
 
The expectation is that by the end of the placement, each student should be responsible for 
approximatley 75% of their supervisor’s caseload.   
 

During this final placement, some students may also be completing their master’s theses. To view the 
course schedule, visit the MedSLP program curriculum page. 
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MedSLP Program 

Sample Week-By-Week Practicum Guide 
 
Week 1 

• Orientation 
• Address suggested discussion topics outlined in the Quarter-by-Quarter Outline 
• Establish clinical goals for the first half of the practicum 
• Student learns about clinician caseload and shares diagnostic/treatment sessions as 

appropriate 
• GOAL:  3-6 ASHA clinical clock hours per week (may be a bit less than the 3 hours/day target 

during week 1) 
 

Weeks 2 -4 
• Student and supervisor share patient sessions. Student may carry out a familiar activity with a 

new patient or prepare a new activity for a familiar patient. 
• Student gradually begins assessing, planning and initiating treatment, documenting change, and 

writing reports, as appropriate for site. 
• Student and supervisor share evaluations (e.g., student administers specific test protocols or 

methods, transcribes language sample, takes data, etc.). 
• SLP monitors student’s performance and gives feedback frequently. 
• GOAL:  approximately 6 ASHA clinical clock hours per week 

 
Weeks 5 – 6 

• Student becomes more independent in planning treatment and following goals set by 
supervisor. 

• Midpoint evaluations occur to set goals for the remainder of the placement. 
• GOAL:  approximately 6 ASHA clinical clock hours per week 
 

Weeks 7-9 
• Student and supervisor develop skills for goals developed in the midpoint evaluation. 

Supervisor continues to provide feedback. 
• With assistance, the student plans 1-2 assessments and sets goals for that patient’s treatment 

plan 
• Other learning opportunities may occur, such as observation or co-treatment with other 

disciplines, team rounds, etc. 
• Student may present at a team meeting or discuss assessment/treatment results with family 

members. 
• GOAL:  approximately 6 ASHA clinical clock hours per week 
 

Week 10 
• Final evaluations occur. 
• GOAL:  approximately 6 ASHA clinical clock hours per week 


